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The Five Regions of the United States

As detailed by ThinkQuest USA (1998)

http://library.thinkquest.org/4552/
In your school years to come, you will be frequently asked which region a state lies within. For example, "Is Kansas a Midwestern state or a Central state?" Unfortunately, the U.S.A. is composed of many "regions" and there is no official designation for each state. You can place Kansas as a Midwestern state and just as easily call it a Central state, just as you could call Oregon a Pacific state and a Northwestern state .So you see, there are many ways to divide the United States (IE. by time zones, by the Census Bureau, and etc), but we are only going to learn five regions. 

Regions of the United States can be grouped by history, traditions, economy, climate, and geography. Each region is different from one another but all are in the United States. Below is a map with the five regions we will be learning. We will also be learning the states and capitals of each region. Label each state with its abbreviated form then color each region as instructed below:
· The Northeast (Green)
· The Southeast (Orange)
· The Southwest (Blue)
· The Midwest (Yellow)
· West (Purple)
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THE northeast
	South Atlantic
	ABV

	· Maryland
	

	· Delaware
	

	· New Jersey
	

	· New York
	

	· Pennsylvania
	

	New England
	

	· Connecticut
	

	· Maine
	

	· Massachusetts
	

	· New Hampshire
	

	· Rhode Island
	

	· Vermont
	


THE South EAST
	
	ABV

	· Alabama
	

	· Arkansas
	

	· Florida
	

	· Georgia
	

	· Kentucky
	

	· Louisiana
	

	· Mississippi
	

	· North Carolina
	

	· South Carolina
	

	· Tennessee
	

	· Virginia
	

	· West Virginia
	



THE Southwest
	
	ABV

	· Arizona
	

	· New Mexico
	

	· Oklahoma
	

	· Texas
	


The Midwest
	Great Lake States
	ABV

	· Illinois
	

	· Indiana
	

	· Michigan
	

	· Minnesota
	

	· Ohio
	

	· Wisconsin
	

	Plains States
	

	· Iowa
	

	· Kansas
	

	· Missouri
	

	· Nebraska
	

	· North Dakota
	

	· South Dakota
	



THE West
	Mountain States
	ABV

	· Colorado
	

	· Idaho
	

	· Montana
	

	· Nevada
	

	· Utah
	

	· Wyoming
	

	Pacific States
	

	· Alaska
	

	· California
	

	· Hawaii
	

	· Oregon
	

	· Washington
	


	The West (or The Western States)

The Western states are made up of two groups of states.

· The Mountain states include Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming.

· The Pacific states are Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, and Washington.

	Climate:

	· California and Hawaii have the warmest July temperature of 75°F. Alaska has the coldest January of 5°F

· The yearly precipitation for the west region is about 32in. a year. That includes snowfall and rainfall

	Famous People:

	· Geronimo- was an Apache Chief 

· Goldwater, Barry- was an Arizona Senator and ran for President in 1964

· Laxalt, Paul- Senator and once the Republican Governor of Nevada

· O'Connor, Sandra D.- the first and only female justice on the Supreme Court

· Ronstast, Linda- a native of Tucson, AZ

	Major Landforms:

	· Rocky Mountains -extends more than 3,000 miles across the western part of North America

· Great Basin - a large desert that covers 200,000 sq. miles in California, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming

· Mt. Ranier - 14,410 ft., 4,392 meters, Cascade in Washington, Highest peak in Washington

· Mt. McKinley - 20,320 ft. 6,194 meters, Alaska Range in Alaska, Highest peak in North America

· Mt Hood -11,239 ft, 3,426 Meters, Cascade in Oregon, Inactive volcano with many glaciers

· Great Plains - vast, dry land in North America

	Population:

	· Colorado 3,861,000

· Idaho 1,213,000

· Montana 887,000

· Nevada 1,571,000

· Utah 2,030,000

· Wyoming 501,000
	· Alaska 663,000

· California 33,364,000

· Hawaii 1,263,000

· Oregon 3,249,000

· Washington 5,735,000

	Manufactured Products/Resources:
	Natural Products/Resources:

	· chemicals

· dairy products

· electrical equipment

· jet airplanes

· lumber

· metal products

· paper products

· processed foods

· machinery
	· Fishing: crabs, fish, oysters, scallops, shrimp

· Mining: coal, copper, gold, lead, national gas, oil, silver, uranium, zinc

· Farming: beef cattle, coffee, cotton, dairy cows, fruit, hay, potatoes, rise, sheep, sugar beets, barley, sugar cane, vegetable, wheat

	Tourist Attractions:

	· Glacier Bay - Alaska

· Yellow Stone -Wyoming

· Cayonlands -Utah

· Rocky Mountains -Colorado

· Yosemite -California

· Glacier -Montana
	· Hoover Dame -Nevada

· Idaho Falls -Idaho

· Crater Lake -Oregon

· Olympic -Washington

· Diamond Head -Hawaii


	The Southwest

Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, 

	Climate:

	· The climate in the southwest can go up to 157 F. in Southwestern Arizona. The lowest temperature recorded in the southwest is -50 F. in Southern New Mexico.

· The yearly precipitation is 86 in., mostly out of Oklahoma.

	Famous People:

	· Campbell, Earl- Basketball

· Crocket, David- American Frontiersman

· Eisenhower, Dwight- President

· Holly, Buddy- Singer
	· Mantle, Mickey- Baseball player

· Ryan, Nolan- Baseball player

· Staubach, Roger- Football player

	Major Landforms:

	· Plains- Low, flat land.

· Rocky Mountains- A mountain range that runs through the northern part of New Mexico.

· Plateau- Mountains with flat tops.

	Population:

	· Arizona- 2,718,425

· New Mexico- 1,303,445
	· Oklahoma- 3,157,604

· Texas- 14,229,191

	Manufactured Products/Resources:
	Natural Products/Resources:

	· Chemicals

· Dairy Products

· Electrical Equipment

· Machinery

· Metal Products

· Petroleum

· Processed Food 
	· Farming: Beef cattle, citrus fruits, cotton, dairy cows, grain sorghum, hay, melons, rice, sheep, vegetables, wheat

· Fishing: Crabs, fish, oysters, shrimp

· Mining: Coal, copper, natural gas, oil, potash, silver, uranium

	Tourist Attractions:

	· Grand Canyon, Meteor Canyon-Arizona

· Gila Wilderness, Carlsbad Caverns-New Mexico
	· Fort Sill, Washita Battle Field-Oklahoma

· Lyndon Johnson Space Center, Alamo-Texas


	The Midwest (or The Middle Western States)

The Middle Western States are divided into the Great Lakes states and the Plains states.

· The Great Lakes states are Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

· The Plains states are Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota.

	Climate:

	· The temperature in the Midwest states can range from -40°F in Dakotas & Minnesota to 120°F in Southern Missouri.

· The rainfall in the Midwest can very as much as 50 in. in Northwestern Missouri to 13 in. in Western North Dakota.

	Famous People:

	· Anderson, Sparky - Basketball manager

· Armstrong, Neil- First man on the moon

· Brokah, Tom- TV Journalist

· Carson, Johnny- TV host

· Custer, George- General

· Dean, James- Actor

· Disney, Walt-Film producer

· Edison, Thomas- Inventor

· Ford, Gerald- President of the United States

· Ford, Henry- Motor car inventor

· Frawly, William- Actor
	· Grant, Ulysses- Union Army General, President of the United States

· Harding, Warren- President of the United States

· Harrison, Benjamin- President of the United States

· Hayes, Rutherford- President of the United States

· Hoover, Herbert- President of the United States

· Horse, Crazy- Indian chief

· Letterman, David- TV host

· Newhart, Bob- Actor

· Reagan, Ronald- President of the United States

· Garfield, James- President of the United States

	Major Landforms:

	· Black Hills-A mountain range in South Dakota

· Bad Lands-region of tiny steep hills and deep gullies made by erosion.

	Population:

	· Illinois 11,998,800

· Indiana 5,828,100

· Michigan 9,577,900

· Minnesota 4,629,900

· Ohio 11,173,300

· Wisconsin 5,139,900
	· Iowa 2,847,400

· Kansas 2,566,200

· Missouri 5,345,200

· Nebraska 1,670,000

· North Dakota 652,700

· South Dakota 732,300

	Manufactured Products/Resources:
	Natural Products/Resources:

	· books, paper products

· processed foods

· dairy products

· automobiles, metal products

· chemicals

· packaged meat

· machinery, electrical equipment
	· beef cattle, sheep

· beets

· wheat, hay

· dairy cows

· sorghum

· corn, grain, oats

· poultry, hogs
	· oil, coal, iron

· gold

· copper, lead

· crushed stone

· natural gas

· limestone

· flower seeds

	Tourist Attractions:

	· Abraham Lincoln's home- Illinois

· Big Spring- Michigan

· Indianapolis Motor Speed Way- Indiana
	· Mt. Rushmore- South Dakota

· Chimney Rock-Nebraska

· St. Louis Arch- Missouri

· Football Hall of Fame- Ohio


	The Northeast (or Northeastern States)

New England States: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
South Atlantic States: Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania.

	Climate:

	· The climate for the northeast region is all different. There are cool to hot summers and very cold winters. The yearly precipitation for the northeast region is about 46 inches in a year. That includes rainfall and snowfall.

· The average July temperature is 69°F. The average January temperature is 21°F.

	Famous People:

	· Adams, John Quincy was the 6th president. He was president just like his father John Adams

· Newman, Pauline was a famous Jewish immigrant .who lived in New York City.

· Squanto helped the pilgrims survive the hard life in the Plymouth Colonies.

	Major Landforms:

	· Appalachian Mountains: Daniel Boone created a pass through these mountains. The Appalachian Mountains are a mountain range in the eastern U.S.

· Valleys: a natural trough in the Earth's surface.

· Hills: hills are an elevation of the Earth's surface that has a distinct summit

	Population:

	· Connecticut 3,268,000

· Maine 1,236,000

· Massachusetts 5,959,000

· New Hampshire 1,144,000

· Rhode Island 988,000
· Vermont 584,000
	· Delaware 736,000

· Maryland 5,180, 000

· New Jersey 8,015, 000

· New York 18,198,000

· Pennsylvania 12,210,000

	Manufactured Products/Resources:
	Natural Products/Resources:

	· foods

· syrups

· paper products

· chemicals

· clothing

· electrical equipment

· lumber

· medicines

· printed materials

· plastics

· processed foods

· maple syrups
	· coal

· gravel

· iron

· natural gas

· oil

· sand

· stone

· zinc

· fruits

· vegetables

· poultry

· cattle

	Tourist Attractions:

	· Statue Of Liberty- New York

· Empire State Building- New York
	· New York City- New York

· Independence Hall- Pennsylvania

· Plymouth- Massachusetts


	The Southeast (or Southeastern States)

Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia.

	Climate:

	· Louisiana has the warmest average July temperature of 82 F. Kentucky has the coldest average January temperature of 34 F.

· The yearly precipitation for the Southeast region is about 606 in. a year. That includes snowfall and rainfall.

	Famous People:

	· DeSoto, Hernandez- Spanish Explorer

· Madison, James- 4th President

· King Jr., Martin Luther- Civil Rights Leader

· Lincoln, Abraham- 16th President

	Major Landforms:

	· Great Smoky Mountains,

· Appalachian Mountains

· Coastal Plain

· Big Cypress Swamp

· Blue Ridge Mountains

	Population:

	· Alabama: 4,062,608

· Arkansas: 2,362,239

· Florida: 9,746,421

· Georgia: 6,508,419

· Kentucky: 3,698,969

· Louisiana: 4,238,216
	· Mississippi: 2,520,613

· North Carolina: 5,881,813

· South Carolina: 3,122,814

· Tennessee: 4,591,120

· Virginia: 5,346,797

· West Virginia: 1,950,258

	Manufactured Products/Resources:
	Natural Products/Resources:

	· chemicals

· glass

· electrical equipment

· dairy products
	· farming- beef, fruits, hogs, poultry, rice, sugarcane, vegetables

· fishing- shrimp, fish, clams, lobsters, scallops

· mining- oil, zinc, coal, iron, natural gas

	Tourist Attractions:

	· Stone Mountain

· Mammoth Cave
	· St. Augustine


Other Resources:
http://www.hornell.wnyric.org/interweb/regions.htm
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